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Ms. Deisel, Production Office Head

Copernicus Gesellschaft mbH
Max-Planck-Str. 13 37191 

Katlenburg-Lindau 

Germany

Dear Ms Deisel,

There has been a steady increase in global environmental modeling, particularly in its application to climate prediction.  Government funding is in step with this burgeoning research area.  However, there is a need for a single scientific journal that comprehensively covers the interdisciplinary field of earth system modeling.
I am writing on behalf of National Science Foundation funded Center for Multi-Scale Modeling of Atmospheric Processes (CMMAP), a U.S. based Science and Technology Center, to propose a new journal directed towards the global atmospheric and earth system modeling community.

Our Center is affiliated with some of the world’s top researchers who are developing state-of-the-art general circulation models.  These research partners provide a broad base from which to draw an initial editorial board and article base for the new journal.  The Center’s Principle Investigator, Dr. David Randall, served as Editor-in-Chief of the American Meteorological Society’s Journal of Climate from 1995 to 2004.  During this time Dr. Randall and his staff handled the journal’s submission to review process.  This editorial experience, combined with our Center’s depth of expertise in global modeling, is a significant asset for launching a new and successful journal.

After researching numerous publishers, Copernicus GmbH rose to the top of our list of potential publishers.  Your expertise with online and open access publishing, the interactive discussion format of journals like ACP/ACPD, and the high quality and credibility of the Copernicus publications are all qualities that would contribute to the success and vision of this new journal.

We would be happy to provide you with a formal proposal for the new journal.  I have included a brief fact sheet that describes our vision for the journal, as well as a bit of background information on our Center.

Sincerely, 

Rodger Ames

Knowledge Transfer Manager, CMMAP

Colorado State University

Fort Collins, CO 80524

Phone: 011-970-491-8724

Fax: 011-970-491-8693

Scope: The Journal of Advances in Modeling Earth Systems (JAMES) is an all-electronic, open access, peer-reviewed, non-profit journal to serve the global modeling community.  JAMES publishes research related to a wide range of problems in climate science, including atmospheric and oceanic flows on multiple scales, radiation, cloud physics, boundary layer and land surface processes, the biosphere and cryosphere, biogeochemical cycles, and the development of numerical methods for climate science.  JAMES promotes interdisciplinary research, disseminates information to the global community, and informs the general public and decision makers of the science behind important societal issues related to climate modeling.
Need: The journal fills a need for a single scientific publication covering a range of disciplines closely related to global atmospheric and ocean modeling and reports on the rapidly evolving general circulation models (GCMs) used in climate modeling and numerical weather prediction (NWP).

Currently, no single journal has a scope that comprehensively covers the interdisciplinary field of earth system modeling.  For example, the AMS directs papers on dynamical aspects of atmospheric models to the Journal of the Atmospheric Sciences, articles pertaining to climate modeling to the Journal of Climate, and papers addressing numerical methods to Monthly Weather Review.  Other scientific societies have similarly specialized publications.  In JAMES, researchers interested in simulations of the MJO and double ITCZs, advanced parameterizations for CSRMs, numerical methods, and data assimilation, can now find or publish research articles in a single journal.

JAMES also addresses the modern world of scientific publication through its online format and open access licensing policies.  By providing open access, research published in JAMES is readily accessible to the global modeling community.  Furthermore, JAMES’ open-access licensing policy alleviates the complicated and often frustrating copyright policies encountered by authors publishing in subscription journals.

Finally, JAMES seeks to inform a wider non-specialist audience interested in climate science through a section for science educators, decision makers, and the informed public.

Background: JAMES’ origins are in the recently funded NSF Science and Technology Center, the Center for Multi-scale Modeling of the Atmosphere (CMMAP).  CMMAP is building a novel breed of GCM by incorporating cloud resolving models into each GCM grid column.  The lead institution is Colorado State University, in Fort Collins, Colorado, USA.  However, the Center is associated eight leading US institutions involved in climate modeling and NWP.  In its initial years, JAMES will draw on scientists from CMMAP and partner organizations for editorial staff and initial article base.  The Center’s principal investigators have committed to serve on the Journal’s initial editorial staff, and researchers from the Center have committed to write articles for submission to the initial volumes.  After five years JAMES will become self-supporting and independent of CMMAP.
Sections: The journal maintains four sections, the first for normal length research articles, the second for shorter research contributions of four or less journal pages, the third for scientific reviews of the present state of selected aspects of climate research, and the fourth for articles directed to the wider non-specialist audience interested in climate science.
Online formats: Article abstract or summaries are available in HTML format with full text articles available in both HTML and PDF.  The full text HTML versions contain links to high resolution images, animations, tables and supplemental material as needed. 

Download formats: Articles are downloadable in PDF format.  Other download options, such as XML and RSS, are under consideration.  Print versions from the publisher will not be available. 

Reference-linking: Linking to internal references (within each article) is desirable.  Linking to external references (from and to other publications) via use of identifier systems such as DOIs (Document Object Identifiers) and Author Indexing (AI) services such as the Open Citation Project, CrossRef, and Web of Science is also desirable. 

Submission and Review Process: Articles are submitted in LaTeX or Word using respective style templates.  Once submissions pass initial review process for basic scientific quality and format, papers will be placed in open discussion, followed by formal review (similar to ACP and ACPD model). 

Pricing: The journal is funded by author submission charges.  A submission charge of $500 for an article of four pages or less and $1000 for longer research articles is proposed. The Journal will not generate revenue from commercial advertising or subscription charges.

Copyright and License Policies: Upon submission of an article, authors are asked to indicate their agreement to abide by an open-access license. This license permits any user to download, print, extract, archive, and distribute the article, so long as appropriate credit is given to the authors of the work. This policy ensures that articles are as widely available as possible and that they can be included in any scientific archive.
Algorithm/Software Sharing: Since new algorithms and software are often important in global environmental modeling, authors are encouraged to provide as supplemental material, codes and datasets.  In the case of new algorithms, authors are encouraged to include a detailed description in the paper.
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