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dare we protest?





What Doesn’t Work

• Appeals to model results 

• Appeals to authority or consensus

• Argument about “the details”



Common 
Misconceptions

• Concern is based on extrapolation

• Concern is based on complicated 
computer models (and the models suck)

• Conflation of emissions, concentrations, 
radiative forcing, and climate response

• Emissions reductions ➟ cooling

• Status quo vs “Freezing in the Dark”



Global Warming is 
Based on Common Sense

not computer models …
not recent temperatures …



Common Sense
• Doubling CO2 would 

add 4 watts to every 
square meter of the 
surface of the Earth, 
24/7

• Doing that would 
make the surface 
warmer

• This was known 
before light bulbs 
were invented!

4 Watts

John Tyndall, January 1863



Common Misconception #1
“Expectations of future warming are based on 

extrapolation of recent warming trends”

 

WRONG! They are based on the idea that when we 
add energy to the surface, it will warm up

 



Be a Climate Skeptic
• Maybe something will happen in the Earth 

system that “cancels out” an extra 4 watts of 
heat in every square meter of the planet
– The sun could dim by 4 W m-2

– Giant clouds of interplanetary dust might block 
the sunshine

– Fog could suddenly shroud the Earth’s surface

• Media celebrities seem certain something like 
this will happen

•Call me a skeptic!



The Worst Media Myth of All

• Without the subsidy of cheap fossil 
energy, civilization will crumble!

• People will freeze in the dark!
• They’ll starve!

•“The sky is falling!”
Be skeptical … be very skeptical !



Choose Your Future
• Alarmist politicians and celebrities say:  

“Modern wealth is due to the subsidy of 
cheap fossil fuel. If we stop burning 
coal we’ll freeze in the dark!”

• I prefer:
“Modern wealth results from ingenuity 

and hard work. Before we run out of oil, 
we’ll invent energy technologies for the 
21st Century. 

Our future is bright.”



Alternate Realities

• Media manipulation to “define issues” is a 
dominant form of political discourse

• “Rhetoric makes reality”

• “Weapons of Mass Destruction”

• “Death panels for Grandma”



Intellectual Relativism

• Relevance of the cultural, emotional, and 
experiential ground of all intellectual 
content is a central tenet of  “postmodern” 
academics (e.g., literary criticism)

• Applications to the physical sciences?

Kuhn: Scientific Revolutions

Weird stuff in quantum mechanics

• Strong criticism from intellectual right!



Conspiracy Theories

• Us vs Them

• It’s a War between fundamentally opposed 
visions of the world

• It’s not about the science: 
it’s about winning!



The Missing 
Second Premise

1. Science: “This is the 
way the world is.”

3. Policy: “This is what 
we will do.” Kathleen Dean Moore

Essayist, Philosopher

Oregon State University



The Missing 
Second Premise

1. Science: “This is the 
way the world is.”

2. Values: “This is the 
way the world 
ought to be.”

3. Policy: “This is what 
we will do.”

Kathleen Dean Moore

Essayist, Philosopher

Oregon State University



My Experience

• It was fun and fascinating to engage in 
discourse with this very different 
community

• These people treated me very well, with 
respect and genuine warmth

• They are being quite genuine, honest, and 
have “good intention”



Insights?

• Our argument is not mostly about the 
science of climate, but rather about values

• The climate denial community is dominated 
by people whose experience is that 
“rhetoric defines reality”

• They have therefore chosen to deny the 
science rather than the ethics or the policy




