
Community-Based 
Participatory 

Research in the 
Mississippi Delta


A new initiative for CMMAP, SOARS, RESESS, and 
CHART at University of New Orleans




•  1 meter is estimated 
for 2100 

•  6 m is loss of 
Greenland 



Small floods are 
common, big floods 
are rare Rockaway Beach, NYC
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• Sea level rise 
shifts the line up 

• What was a 100-
year flood 

becomes a 10-
year flood! 

flooded 
subway  
system 







Chênes 
(Fr.)  

“Oak tree”  



Chênes (Fr.) “Oak tree”  

Chênier: a narrow elevated ridge 
in the bayou  whose soil 
is stabilized against erosion by 
oak trees 

“Ghost trees:” killed by salt 







Pointe-aux-Chênes 
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• Met with Pointe-aux-Chênes community 
leaders over a period of months


• Worked with them to identify research 
projects that they want to conduct


•  Recruited excellent minority undergrads to 
work with community members on these 
projects in 2012


Community-Based 
Participatory Research




•  Ethnobotany of medicinal 
plants in Pointe-aux-Chênes


• Water quality in Bayou 
Terrebonne


•  “Vanishing Points” app and 
museum documentation


CMMAP/SOARS/RESESS 
Research Protégés 2012


Frances �
Roberts-Gregory  


Jordan Allan




Frances Roberts-Gregory 
Ethnobotanical Conversations Along the Bayou  



Sandra Maina 
Protecting South Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana 
through the development of Vanishing Points 

An iPhone application 
motivating community 

and national involvement 
in coastal restoration




Jordan Allen�
Water Quality in Bayou Terrebonne




Jordan 
interviews 

a family


about their use 
of the Bayou




Kristina Peterson

• Research 
Sociologist at 
UNO CHART 

• Full-time 
Parrish 
preacher in 
Bayou Blue, 
LA 

• Amazing 
























