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Overview
Windows to the Universe (W2U) is an
immensely popular (~16 million
annual visitors) science education
web site hosted at UCAR/NCAR. The
W2U web site is disseminating
CMMAP educational resources to a
large audience worldwide.

This poster describes two CMMAP
education efforts that we invite
CMMAP scientists to participate in.

• Postcards from the Field (or Lab)

• Interactive Animations (Virtual
Labs and Microworlds - formerly
called ‘SEE-ME’)

Postcards from the Field
Windows to the Universe created a
new feature in February 2006 called
“Postcards from the Field”.

• Using an extremely simple web-
based interface, researchers upload
brief descriptions of their work
along with relevant photos or other
images (e.g. model results
visualizations).

  These descriptions are placed on
the web site using a postcard
metaphor, and provide learners
insights about the process of
science and what scientists are like.

Interactive Animations
We are developing interactive
animations (Virtual Labs and
Microworlds) to help people explore
the science related to CMMAP. We
would like to recruit some of the
CMMAP scientists to help us make
sure we get the science and modeling
right in these interactives.

Postcards from the Field
An extrem ely user-friend ly interface allows
you to post reports ( “postcards”)
describ ing  your work onto the W indows to
the Universe web site.

•  m inim al t im e and effort required on your
part
•  students g et a f lavor of what careers in
science involve
•  students g et a taste of the process of
science ( not just the results)

W indows to the Universe reaches a
vast ,  world-w ide aud ience… m any
peop le w ill see your postcards! In
2 0 0 6 :

•  m ore than 1 3 3  m illion pag e views
•  alm ost 1 6  m illion user sessions
•  nearly 1 4  m illion “visitors” ( unique
IPs)

Sample Postcard

Author’s Interface

Postcards can include data
visualizat ion im ag es as well as
photos of f ield  work.  W e expect to
expand “Postcards from  the Field”
to also include “Postcards from
the Lab”.

Interactive Animations
(Virtual Labs and Microworlds)

W e are develop ing  interactive sim ulat ions ( virtual
labs and m icroworlds)  that w ill allow  learners to
exp lore and experim ent w ith aspects of the
science of CMMAP ( raindrop and snow f lake
form ation,  evaporat ion rate,  the water cycle,  and
so on) .

W e would like to recruit a few  scient ists to advise
us and review  these interactives to m ake sure we
g et the science ( in effect ,  our sim p lif ied m odels of
the processes involved)  rig ht .  Sample screenshots:

Static Diagram vs.
Interactive Animation

How do raindrops form?

Evaporation rate virtual lab

Launch a
balloon…

…to explore
Earth’s

atmosphere!


