Climate vs. Weather

Objectives

· Investigate (or review) the difference between Climate and Weather.

· Recognize that climate regions of the world are latitude dependent. 

· Recognize that ocean currents and wind currents influence climate regions.

· Describe the difference between a La Niña and El Niño conditions, Pacific Basin wind strength and water temperature difference that influence climate trends in the United States.

· Recognize examples of weather associated with climate trends.

Materials Needed

What’s the difference between weather and climate

· Bag of M & M candy Fun Size

Engage:
What’s the difference between weather and climate activity 
This activity (using M&M’s) can be used as an engagement activity at the start of this lesson, or it maybe used as introduction to the Atmospheric Science class, in the form of a skit (see day 1 introduction).  If used on the previous day, reference the results of activity.

Explain:
Climate vs. Weather - PowerPoint
Concepts covered:  Climate regions of the world as predicted by latitude, The effect of differential solar heating on the world’s climate, Eastern Pacific Basin sea water heating associated with El Niño, Description of La Niña conditions, Climate trends associated with El Niño and La Niña, Hurricanes, droughts, and floods

Evaluate:
Formative assessment on level of engagement
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