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What is the Polar Vortex?
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cold air outbreak ~ cold 
wave ~ cyclone, etc.
BUT NOT THE POLAR 
VORTEX!
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Height Field (m) Vector Wind (m/s)

January Climatology at 30 hPa (~ 23 km)
Northern Hemisphere (polar stereographic map)

This is the polar vortex – not a weather event, but something that 
forms every winter high above the poles.
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Height Field (m)

July Climatology at 30 hPa (~ 23 km)
Southern Hemisphere (polar stereographic map)

Vector Wind (m/s)
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Height Field (m) Vector Wind (m/s)

July Climatology at 30 hPa (~ 23 km)
Northern Hemisphere (polar stereographic map)
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Height Field (m) Vector Wind (m/s)

January Climatology at 300 hPa (~ 9 km)
Northern Hemisphere (polar stereographic map)


